A.3.7
Grupo Antolin Transport (GAT)

GAT is a company that manufactures seats for railway industry. It is a division of Grupo Antolin industry group which is a major actor for automotive industry specialized in manufacturing of interiors components like seats, ceilings, door panels, etc.
Expertise

Grupo Antolin  has been developing and manufacturing railway seats for over 30 years (original name of the company was Sablé). Manufacturing seats for French market in a first time, Antolin is now present over most of the European countries. With around 70 employees divided between Engineering department and manufacturing department, GAT take advantage of the synergy created with automotive companies for using lasts powerful technologies (as CAD systems, prototyping facilities, testing facilities,…) to develop better products and giving a more accurate answers to customers requirements. Previous seats manufactured for British market gave to the company the opportunity to developed concepts in order to comply with specific British crashworthiness standards. This has been putting Antolin as a major actor in Crashworthiness expertise for railway seats for over lasts 6 years.

Role within 

As Antolin expertise is in the field of designing and manufacturing railway seats, it will be mostly involved in WP5. Their experience on safety requirements for most European countries, and more especially for crashworthiness requirements in Great Britain will be used in WP2, 3 and 4.

WP2: Antolin will use their expertise to review current design practices for passive safety, and more especially regarding on what is to be done to comply with existing crashworthiness standards.

WP3: Antolin will contribute to the definition of the test procedures and methods by manufacturing prototypes for validating them.

WP4: Antolin will use their expertise in crashworthiness to help for defining functional specifications interior equipments.

WP5: Antolin will use their ability to design (with CAD modelling system) and manufacture prototype seats for validating new requirements for interior design.

Key Personnel

Olivier Kania, Intercity seat development manager, crashworthiness expert: Engineer in Mechanical Engineering (Napier Polytechnic of Edinburgh, Engineering school of Saint Etienne). In charge of the engineering development of the intercity seats for all foreign projects, he was managing the development of the first seat complying with the British crashworthiness standard BR/BCT609. After the evolution of this British standard, that became the AV/ST9001, he was in charge of the supervision of the engineering development of a new seat that successfully passed the tests again.

